IARF Speech

I have to begin by expressing my gratitude to Dr. Thomas Matthew and to everyone involved in giving me this opportunity to speak to this important group. I suspect that religious professionals, many of you right here in this room, hold the key to the survival of human beings on this planet. 
We are asking this morning if science and religion can cooperate. My short answer is, of course, I see no inherent conflict between them at all. It’s like asking can men and women cooperate. To me, the question is, can religious professionals cooperate. The problem is that, today, science and religion are not being used to discover truth. They are being used for profit. For the most part, they are being used to pursue dominance, or wealth, or control, that is, they are used by the few to benefit the few at the expense of others. That is because we live in a society that worships power, competition and winning while disdaining love, cooperation and the peaceful resolution of conflict. 

My main message to you today will be this: if we human beings continue in this hypercompetitive consciousness, we will make our planet unlivable. On the other hand, if we can graduate from the pursuit of power and dominance to the manifestation of love and partnership, that is, if we can graduate from the culture of war to a culture of peace, a culture of violence to a culture of nonviolence, we can make this Earth a paradise for everyone who lives here. 

My next message is that the key to all of this, the key to our survival on this Earth is the elimination of nuclear weapons. The human family is now in the process of making a crucial and perilous decision. In the next five years, we will either eliminate nuclear weapons or we will let them spread uncontrolled around the planet. Which will it be? 
I believe you will soon see the emergence of a strong, global campaign to ban and abolish nuclear weapons. The time has come. In 1972 it was the biological weapons convention. In 1993 it was the chemical weapons convention. In 1997 it was the landmines convention. In 2008, it was the cluster munitions convention. In 2015, with your help and God’s help, it will be nuclear weapons. The top priority on the agenda of the international community today is and must be a nuclear weapons convention (NWC).

.  

The nuclear weapon states have been promising for 40 years to engage constructively in good-faith negotiations to eliminate their nuclear weapons.  Now, with the nonproliferation regime teetering on the brink of collapse, we can tolerate no further delay.  The vast majority of the world is united.  The last vote in the United Nations was 171 to 2, that is, 171 nations, including the US, voted in favor of abolishing nuclear weapons. Only two voted against this resolution, India and North Korea. But India has always said it would eliminate its nuclear weapons if others do, and North Korea has already offered to sell its nuclear program for crude oil and a light water reactor. The only real obstacle is the very, very powerful nuclear industry. 
The world wants to be liberated from the nuclear threat, and activists like me will be demanding that substantive disarmament negotiations start now. As this campaign develops, I hope you will give it your full attention. The time has come for all of us, each in our own walk of life, each with our own gifts, to do everything in our power to help the human family understand that nuclear weapons are public enemy number one.  The only legitimate purpose for these weapons is to bring the human family together enough to abolish them.  

In fact, we started coming together in a new way this past August 6.  The Hiroshima Peace Memorial Ceremony that took place on August 6 featured some extremely important guests.  Ambassador John Roos was there, becoming the first US ambassador to officially attend the ceremony.  Mr. David Fitton, Chargé d’affaires, was there representing the UK, and Mr. Christophe Penot, Chargé d’affaires, was there representing France, the first time those two nuclear-weapon states have ever sent official representatives.  

Naoto Kan, the Japanese Prime Minister, was there, as was Katsuya Okada, the Minister of Foreign Affairs.  After the ceremony, the Prime Minister and the Foreign Minister toured the Peace Memorial Museum together.  This, too, was a historic first, and both men appeared to be genuinely moved by what they saw.  

But our most spectacular visitor was UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.  That day, he became the first UN Secretary-General ever to attend the ceremony.  He was accompanied by his wife and a large delegation of UN officials and government representatives, and after touring the museum, they all listened to the testimony of a hibakusha or A-bomb survivor, then met with representatives of our seven hibakusha organizations.  His presence in Hiroshima on that day and everything he said and did while he was with us were clear evidence that he is true to his word; the abolition of nuclear weapons is the top priority for him personally and for the UN.  

I tell you about these visitors to support my contention that the place of nuclear weapons in human consciousness is changing rapidly and dramatically.  Momentum toward the abolition of nuclear weapons is growing daily. And I am asking all of you here today to work on this issue as your top priority. I ask this not because I lack respect for the many other causes you are working on. I ask it because nuclear weapons are the problem we have to solve now, in the next two or three years. If we fail to solve this problem, none of the other work you are doing will have any meaning whatsoever.

 The issue of nuclear weapons is actually the issue of world war or global peace, and I am asking you to work urgently on this issue because it seems to me that the human family is on the verge of a time of violence that will make WWII look like a fistfight. 

The Cold War power structure is collapsing. The Soviet Union is gone. The US Empire is weakening rapidly. The US has neither the economic power nor the moral authority to rule the world, and the more funds it wastes trying to do so, the faster will be its demise. I am an American and I welcome eagerly the end of the US Empire, but unfortunately, the end of empires is historically associated with a time of violence. At the end of the British Empire and the age of overt colonization, humanity suffered through World Wars I and II. As the US declines, our most important task is to prevent World War III.
But there are other factors leading us toward violence. We are nearing the end of a century of cheap oil. Our lifestyles today are built on the assumption of cheap oil, so just as the power structures are loosening, we are entering a time of extremely intense competition for dwindling resources. And it is not just oil. Millions are dying in Africa right now due to competition for its many minerals. 

To make matters worse, we are at the end of an economic cycle. The rich are too rich. The poor are too poor, and the middle are too few. The gap between rich and poor in the US is worse than it was in 1929 before the Great Depression and WWII. That gap is even worse in India, China and much of the rest of the world. Overall, the top 1% own more wealth than the bottom 60%. This is not sustainable. In 2008 during the food bubble, there were food riots in 30 countries, including Iceland. People will only suffer so much before they start rioting and bringing the system down. 
But of all our problems, the most difficult is the environment. Our oceans are dying. They are becoming acidic. Coral reefs all over the planet are shrinking. Fish populations are plunging. We are actually deoxygenating our seas. We are also destroying our rain forests at a record pace. As a result, the percent of oxygen in our atmosphere is decreasing. We are strangling ourselves with our own hands. 
Gandhi told us decades ago that for all human beings to live the way Europeans and Americans live, we would need four planets. And yet, we are trying to do just that. All we have to do is keep living and using energy the way we are doing now, and we will make this planet unlivable. 

If we are to continue to survive on this planet, we must grow out of our selfish greed, childish rages, and brutish pursuit of dominance. We have to learn to identify and solve problems in a way that satisfies all parties and the demands of natural law. In other words, we must find a way to escape the current culture of war and violence and graduate to a culture of peace.  

So we stand at a crossroads. Will we solve our problems peacefully? Or will we fight and kill most human beings on Earth? The answer to this question depends on what we decide to do about nuclear weapons. Of all the problems confronting humanity, nuclear weapons are the easiest. If we cannot even agree to eliminate this totally unnecessary and easily removed threat to our survival, how will we cooperate enough to solve the other, far more difficult problems we face?

We must understand that the Chinese are not enemies. Nor are the Iranians or the North Koreans or the Muslims or the Hindus or any of the other bogeymen the war culture clings to in its desperate effort to maintain high defense budgets. Our only real enemies are dominance-seekers and warriors who think winning is more important than solving problems to the satisfaction of all parties. Those enemies are everywhere. They still dominate this planet. Their status is gradually declining from hero to barbaric criminal, but as that happens, they will become more dangerous than ever. This is why we must all work as hard as possible to take from them the weapons with which they can kill us all in an afternoon. 

I mentioned earlier that, politically, we are moving in the right direction. I do believe it is possible that we will achieve a nuclear weapons convention in the near future. However, I do not think that will be enough to save us. I do not believe we can solve our problems politically. We need to solve them spiritually. To do that, we need to greatly increase and open up communication between this physical world and the spirit world, the world beyond this physical dimension. We need to make the spirit world obvious to everyone. We must make it clear to the average soldier and businessman that life is more than a struggle for physical survival. 

As stress on the human family increases, we are becoming hypercompetitive and angry. Here in India, you are dealing with extreme competition and terrible communal violence. I fear the US is following your example. We are already seeing an increase in cases of violence against Muslims, Mexicans, and Blacks. As the standard of living in the US goes down, which it must, the anger of spoiled Americans will make it extremely easy for someone like Hitler to take power. Hitler rose to power on rage derived from poverty and colonial competition. He used that anger politically. He rode on that anger and led Germany to utter ruin. The same thing happened in Japan. A similar phenomenon happened in India and Pakistan at the time of partition. More recently it has happened in Yugoslavia and Rwanda. I believe it could happen in the US where tension among the races is high and getting higher. 

But what if the average American were suddenly aware that his or her life on this Earth is actually a time of training for the next life in another dimension? What if the vast majority of human beings understood that what they do here in this physical world will have long-term positive or negative consequences for them in the spirit world? What if our business and military leaders came to understand that human beings are not on Earth to compete for dominance but to learn to love and understand and serve and enjoy each other? 

These are the lessons that Jesus, Mohammed, the Buddha, Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr., Mother Teresa and thousands of other religious leaders have been trying to teach us for at least two thousand years. We have failed to learn these lessons because religion has been used by the powerful to benefit the powerful. Most religious leaders have sought to protect their positions as leaders. They have never really seriously attempted to make God, the spirit world and enlightenment available to the masses. As a result, we human beings have never found a way to bring the spirit world into mass consciousness. We have allowed the majority of the human family to put their faith in science and physical reality. We have never manifested the spirit world for all to see at the level of the average individual in this physical dimension. 

So today I am asking you to work hard politically to eliminate nuclear weapons, but more importantly, I am asking you to pray, to perform ceremonies, to do everything in your power as religious professionals to bring the spirit world into collective human consciousness. 

It was Victor Hugo who first said, “Nothing is as powerful as an idea whose time has come.”  I believe the time has come for a nuclear weapons convention. I believe the time has come for all of us, as crewmembers on Spaceship Earth, to cooperate to keep our spaceship habitable. But most of all, I believe the time has come for the human family to actually experience together the reality of the spirit world. So I hope you will all concentrate on bringing God, love, and the spirit world out into the open where we all can see and experience them, not as belief or an article of faith but as a concrete, undeniable reality. I want to see God on CNN International. You may think we are still not ready for this. You may think it is impossible, but for God, nothing is impossible, and I am afraid that nothing less will save us. 
To bring the spirit world into mass consciousness on this physical dimension, we must greatly increase the intensity of our religious practice. One of the greatest problems we face is the tremendous intensity gap between competitive dominance seekers and those who seek partnership, human rights, and peace. 

The military takes itself extremely seriously. They believe their training, obedience and discipline are matters of life and death. People working for big corporations are competing for vast sums of money, and they are extremely intense in their efforts. They do everything they possibly can to give themselves what they call a competitive edge. 

People who work for peace, or in your case, religious freedom, usually do so in their spare time as volunteers. We attend conferences when it is convenient or if we think it might be fun to go to Kochin. We meditate for 20 minutes in the morning before we start our days at school or work where we do little or nothing for peace or human rights or spiritual enlightenment. 

Gandhi was powerful because he was intense. He was serious. He was committed. He was ready to be beaten, go to jail, or even die for his cause. In fact, he was always looking for a fight. He was always looking for the best way to do nonviolent battle with the British or with the violent members of his own society. 

As you sit here, you know perfectly well that the society we live in today is not only unjust and violent, it is suicidal. We are destroying our ecosystem. But how many of you are seriously looking for a fight? How many are actively looking for a way to do battle with the military industrial complex? How many are looking for a way to go to jail or die to change the world? 

Maybe you want to fight but you don’t know what to do or where to begin. If that is the case, then sit down, ask your God for guidance, and do not move until you get God’s answer. All of you have the ability to know what to do. God is waiting to be asked. If you do not know what God wants you to do, you are not asking with enough intensity or you are afraid of the answer.  

The time has come to get serious. The time has come to take risks. If you are not happy with the way the world is going, you need to fight to change it, and you need to fight hard enough to keep you in touch with death. Staying in touch with death is the best way to stay in communication with God or the spirit world. And when enough of us are staying in touch with the spirit world, we will open the door and God will walk in to this physical world in a way that will be clear and undeniable to all. 

This is why I am so glad to have this chance to talk to you. You believe in God, right? You believe in a spirit world beyond this physical world, right? What I am saying today is this: if you are ever going to put your faith into practice, if you are ever going to put your practice to the test in a true battle against evil, humanity needs you to do that now. The human family is walking down the wrong road, and we have very little time to turn things around.  I hope you will do what you can. 
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