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Abstract-Dr.Ninan Koshy
HINDUS, MUSLIMS AND CHRISTIANS LIVING TOGETHER IN INDIA.

 India has been for centuries a multi-religious country and generally people belonging to different faiths have coexisted peacefully. It can thus be claimed that India has a tradition of religious pluralism. While these claims can be made it is important to look at the meaning of being multi-religious and religiously plural today.

It is necessary to identify the major problems in living together as Hindus, Muslims and Christians: communalism and religious extremism. A nuanced distinction of various terms used in discourse on religion is necessary: faith, religion, fundamentalism, communalism, religious extremism.

The secular polity of India is the framework that enables followers of different religions to live together. Secularism in India takes religions seriously. It is the guarantee of religious freedom and democratic equality of all citizens. The constitutional provisions on religious freedom in India are among the most generous in the world.
If secularism is the basis, humanization should be the goal of followers of aa religions. The liberative elements in religions need to be explored and affirmed.

Living together means living as a community. In India the term community is used in the narrowest sense of the term: denominations of religions, castes and sub-castes. It is important to rediscover the meaning of community as people belonging to different faiths and no faith living together as neighbours.

Christians have a special responsibility here. Christianity in India is as old as Christianity, Jawaharlal Nehru once said. Christians should realize that they live in a secular state. Any special right as minorities should be utilized for the benefit of all. They should rethink mission and recognize dialogue as the way forward. They should be able to translate Christian insights into a language that is understood by all.

