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lc                         Welcome to South India

                   TEMPLES AND TREASURES   

Tamil Nadu, the heart of the Dravidian culture and tradition, has, from time immemorial, been a pioneer of peace and knowledge, and the visual legacy of the culture of the state, is among the most satisfying spectacles in India. Tamil Nadu, the cradle of south Indian temple architecture, is a living museum of styles that originated in the 7th century and matured in its huge temple complexes studded with towering gateways.

August 25: Chennai (Madras)
Arrival and overnight  
August 26: Chennai

Today mid-day city tour of Chennai ( formerly known as Madras)   Visit  National Art Gallery, the 8th Century Sri Kapaleeswarar temple, Fort St.George, St.Thomas Cathedral, and drive along the beach. Later, leisure for individual activities, or to visit the Unitarian Christian congregation.

August 27 : Chennai / Kanchipuram / Mahabalipuram
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Kanchipuram - known as the Golden City of a Thousand Temples.  Visit Ekambareshwar Temple, Kailashnath Temple, Kamakshi Temple, the Vaikunthaperumal Temple, all built in the 7th and 8th centuries.   Kanchipuram is justly famous for its particularly fine silk saris. Visit the local homes of the weavers and watch them create magic out of silk thread into saris. 

Later on drive to Mahabalipuram.  

Mahabalipuram is a tiny sea side village set in a boulder strewn landscape, but also has a beautiful unspoiled 20 km beach and rock-cut art. Visit Krishna Mandapam, one of the earliest rock-cut temples.   Pancha Pandava Rathas are splendid structures dating back to the 7th century located in the southern end of Mahabalipuram.  These beautiful and romantic temples, ravaged by wind and sea, are so significant that they have been given World Heritage listing.  Overnight at hotel.

August 28:  Mahabalipuram / Pondicherry
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Breakfast at hotel. Morning drive to Pondicherry (approximate 3 Hrs).

The word ‘Pondicherry’ means “new settlement”.  It is a former French colony. On arrival, transfer to hotel.  Later tour to visit to some of the main area attractions: Sri Aurobindo Ashram, Pondicherry Ashram, Sacred Heart Church, Bharathi and Bharathidasan Memorial Museum .  Overnight at hotel.

August 29:  Pondicherry / Chidambaram / Tanjore  

Morning breakfast at the hotel and drive to Tanjore; enroute visit Chidambaram.  

Later proceed to Tanjore.   [image: image4.jpg]


You will visit Sri Brahadeeswarar temple.  pyramids.  Also, visit the Palace next to the temple, built by the Nayaks and the Marathas.  Overnight at hotel.

August 30:  Tanjore / Madurai

After breakfast at hotel. Morning drive to Trichy (approximate 5 hrs).
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Situated on the banks of the river Cauvery, Trichy, or Tiruchirappalli, it is one of the most famous temple towns of South India. and the fourth largest city in Tamil Nadu. Our sightseeing will concentrate on the spectacular temple architecture near Trichy at Srirangam. Set on an island in the Cauvery River within seven concentric walled courtyards, the Sri Ranganathaswami Temple is one of the largest complexes in India. Later, drive to Madurai, one of the oldest cities of southern India.  Overnight at hotel.

August 31:   Madurai

 After breakfast, and a morning city tour of Madurai, visit the Meenakshi temple one of the largest temple complexes in India - 46 ft. long by 790 ft broad, and Madurai's greatest landmark - a whole city within a city. The high point of the Meenakshi temple is Hall of a "Thousand Pillars".  Also visit the palace of Tirumala Nayak.  It's enormous roofed arcade is supported by 48 foot high stoned pillars.

Evening visit of the Meenakshi temple. Journey to the temple by cycle rickshaws. Overnight at hotel.

1st September  Madurai  / Kochi (Cochin) : approximately nine hour drive

We will leave very early in order to arrive in Kochi in time for the opening events of the IALRW and Young Adult conferences.

Hotels to be used (or similar) Three Star: 

Chennai - Savera 

Mahabalipuram - Ideal Beach Resort 

Pondicherry - Hotel Anandha Inn

Tanjore - Parisutham

Madurai - Great Regency 

 

LEADERS

Rev. Richard Kellaway of Boston, Massachusetts. A Unitarian Universalist minister, he has led several IARF tours, including two in India.  

He has previously visited all of the sites on our itinerary.

We will also be accompanied by a professional Indian tour escort and guide.

COSTS AND CONDITIONS

TOUR PRICE:   800 U.S. DOLLARS

Cost Includes:-

Accommodation on twin sharing basis.  
Meal Plan – Breakfast only
All of the hotels have restaurants with Western and Indian cuisine, or you can explore local restaurants.

Accompanying English speaking guide until we leave Madurai.

All Entrance fees, permit fees, and hotel taxes (as per itinerary). 

 Cost Excludes:-
Air fares. 
Personal Expenses such as laundry, telephone calls, tips & gratuities, soft and hard drinks. 


Single room supplement will be 256 USD per person.

PAYMENT: 250 USD BY APRIL 1. (Non-refundable after June 1)

 FINAL PAYMENT BY JUNE 1.

CHECKS MADE OUT TO:  THE TRYWORKS COLLECTION.

MAIL TO: REV. RICHARD KELLAWAY, 10 ROSEDALE STREET, DORCHESTER, MA 02124, U.S.A. (617) 533 8667; rosedale10@comcast.net

FLIGHTS FROM THE U.S. TO CHENNAI:

Jean Kellaway is an experienced professional travel consultant who works with international flight consolidators.  She may be able to offer attractive rates to Chennai.  You can contact her at (508) 992 – 0838;    j_kellaway32@msn.com
AFTER THE CONGRESS

A post Congress to the North of India can be arranged if there is an interest.  Possible destinations include Agra, New Delhi, Jaipur, the caves of Ajanta and Ellora, Varanasi, and the Unitarian congregations of the Khasi Hills inMegalyha. Let me know if you have an interest.  Richard Kellaway
