Abstract of the paper on “Hindus, Muslims and Christians “How they can live together in India”
(Prof.B.Sheik Ali)

Attention is focused on five factors for the different communities to live together in India.

Faith 
In the first factor is faith, which stands for the highest absolute values of  the five great universal religions Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Christianity and Islam.  Since religion is a vital force that makes man a partner of God, one would surely lead a happy life if one were to be true to his own faith.  Religion is not a ritual affair, but a spiritual experience gained through devotion and love.  If it is Hinduism, it is gained through humanism, liberalism, eclecticism and universalism.  If it is Buddhism, it is through compassion, kindness and patience.  If it is Jainism, it is through truth, non-violence and charity.  If it is Christianity, it is through love, service and charity.  If it is Islam it is through equality, brotherhood and solidarity.
II  Culture
Secondly all communities have to learn a lot from the salient features of the Indian culture that stands for unity in diversity, identity in multiplicity, continuity in change, assimilation and accommodation of things diverse and the ability to reconcile the irreconcilable.

III Indian Constitution
This is the best guarantee for the safety and security of all communities, as it assures  justice, liberty, equality and fraternity.  It is justice in all its aspects of social, economic and political nature.  It is liberty of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship.  It is equality of status and opportunity to promote fraternity that would assure dignity of man and the unity and integrity of the nation.
IV Values and Philosophy
The profound philosophy of Indian Sages, Saints, Sufis and Savants who teach us that God dwells in man; it is his conscience which should be kindled with the torch of learning to realize we owe a responsibility to the society.  We live in God. Every deed demonstrates the will of God.  Every epoch stands in immediate relation to God.  The mediating powers between man and God are ideas and moral energies.  When sun’s rays fall on dew drops, we see a million suns reflected in each drop.  So also Divinity is present in everything.
V Laws of Nature
Things closer to nature are things most beautiful.  Unity in variety is the plan of nature.  All creativity is the fusion of the opposite.  Nothing exists for its own sake.  Everything is for everything else.  A lamp burns itself but gives light to others.  A cow gives milk to others.  A tree does not deny shade even to the wood-cutter. No wolf kills another wolf.  No tiger kills another tiger. Man too should become human, and not inhuman.  If Indians were to be baptized in Hindu humanism, in Buddhist compassion, in Jaina non-violence, in Christian love and in Islamic equality, all our problems would be solved.
Hindus, Muslims and Christians “How they can live together in India”?

(Prof.B.Sheik Ali)

No country on earth could excel India in unifying and pacifying love for mankind. With its long  history of over 5000 years in humanism, liberalism, secularism and universalism, with the birth and growth of such great universal religions as Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism, and with the powerful impact of yet another universal religions as Christianity and Islam, India holds an unique place in the realm of moral and spiritual forces.  In such a situation it is easy to answer the question how the Hindus, the Muslims and the Christians can live together in amity, harmony and concord.  It is through five fundamental factors which they hold as sacred.  They are faith, culture, constitution, value and nature.  This paper is an elucidation of these factors.
Faith
Faith, religion and beliefs are  most potent factors that shape mind and social life.  They kindle the conscience of man to realize he owes his existence to some supreme and Sublime Being who created this universe and who sustains all life.  Religion  a point of contact between God on one side and man on the other.  Religion makes man a partner of god.  God stands for highest absolute values which are limitless in number.  Religion offers that Divine knowledge which is higher than science, skill, wisdom or philosophy.  It is intuitive knowledge which answers such difficult questions as what is life or death or hell or heaven or truth or beauty or love or justice or creativity.  It relates to absolute phenomena and not relative.  Such profound philosophy is s speciality of Indian religions. It is good to have a look at its three great religions Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism to understand how far they are helpful to solve our problem of commercial harmony.
II  Hinduism
Hinduism stands for humanism and humanism stands for the assertion of human dignity; the sentiment of the unity of mankind; the understanding that no value is greater than man himself; the recognition of man’s right to free development; the respect for the labour of man, the faith and belief of man, the strength and talent of man; and the consciousness that social progress lies in the search for the best in oneself and in others.  Humanism and liberalism are the roots of Hinduism, and if these roots are strong they would surely yield the fruits of goodness, kindness and communal harmony.  It is the message of Geetha that one ought to be a Karma-yogi
or perfect man, and he is one who is engaged in on the righteous side.  He becomes a sage, and a sage is one who sees others in himself, and himself in others. If this is the outlook of Hindus, all our problems would be solved.
For such thoughts were there in ancient India, they were further strengthened in medieval times when Bhakti movement called for love and devotion.  It leveled down all barriers of caste, creed and class, and   took the stand on the bedrock of humanity.  Its basic principles were self-surrender, self-devotion, non-violence, service and equality.  The Bhakthi teachers condemned caste, distinctions and cried: “Is the lamp that lits the hut of a low caste man any the less pure for it ? Say not high or low, for he is high who is in love of God.”  Speaking  of the equality of sexes these teachers implored:
“Is not woman thy mother that voice thee?

Is not  she that brought you up?

What then do the blind fools Day,

Oh! It is a woman, oh! It is a woman,

What special excellence is there in a son

Which is not in a daughter?

Happiness here and hereafter belong to those

Who are good, whether they be men or women.”

In recent years the apostle of non-violence, the father of our country, Gandhiji, further strengthened the roots of Hinduism by his message of ahimsa or non-violence.  He says man is not born with arms or weapons, not even with claws of a tiger or the horns or hoofs of an animal.  He is born with soul and spirit.  Hence, why should he depend on force to protect himself?  Physical force would lead to death and destruction.  Moral force would gift him with life and liberty.  It is the law of love and way of love that would ensure peace and prosperity. It is the triumph of moral force over brutal force that we need.  We have to believe in the essential goodness of man.  Using non-violence action people have achieved great things in life.  They have won great victories.  They have changed governments.  They hair frustrated invaders. They have paralyzed empires.  They have dissolved dictatorships. They have broken social barriers.  They have gained economic equality.  With such thoughts of Hinduism, peace and harmony would surely prevail, for non-violence is in the bone and marrow of a very large  section of Hindus.
Buddhism
Buddha, the light of Asia, illumined the whole world by his philosophy of the greatest good of the greatest number.  His compassion, kindness and humanity, his concern for the sorrow of man, his eagerness to remove human distress, his synthesis of conflicting claims and his passion for human dignity brought about a spiritual renaissance in the thought process of man. What Buddha taught is more relevant to day when the real problem of modern man is how to humanize him and how to show him the spiritual ideals without which neither happiness nor success are genuine  or  permanent. Buddha found out the cause for the suffering and misery of man and offered the remedial measures. If the cause for the sorrow and suffering was desire, the remedy was the removal of the inner urge for individuality or ego, and abandonment of the pleasures of life which spring from desire. He urged the adoption of “The Middle Way” which would bring clear vision, which would make way for wisdom, and which would lead to peace and salvation  called  Nirvana.  His “Noble eight fold path” could be panacea that would solve all problems.  They are: right thought, right conduct, right livelihood, right effort, right speech, right recollection, right resolves and right meditation.
Thus his teaching ethics of high morality would stir the soul, they find an echo is all great religions. They help man dare to do right and fear to do wrong.  They would certainly motivate any sensible man to lead a moral and well-ordained life.
Jainism
Jainism was yet another moral force that influenced India, and even to day it is acting as a powerful force.  Its basic principles of non-violence, austerity, simplicity, charity, fasts, detachment, self-restraint, self-purification, vegetarianism, and  love for all living beings are such as to transform man  into a noble soul.  But its great stress was on truth.  Truth is God and God is truth. Since God is the ultimate basis of all spiritual life, loyalty to God virtually amounts to man’s loyalty to his own ideal nature. Truth is universal.  In the unity of truth lies the unity of man.  Hence, no pursuit is higher than truth.  The very search for truth confers real joy and bliss.
Ahimsa or non-violence is yet again a basic principle of Jainism.  Violence spells disaster; non-violence heals the wound.  Violence is easy to start but difficult to stop.  Violence needs hot blood, non-violence needs cool heads. Violence is high on cost, non violence is high in value, true non-violence comes from within.  It is not imposed.

Two more tenets of  Jainism are note-worthy.  They are apigraha  or non-acquisitiveness and anekantavada  or pluralism or manyness, which is very relevant to Indian   society.  Non-acquisitiveness acts as a restraint against greed.  It helps in equitable distribution of the means of production.  It is strange how our different faiths possess the potential to bring about a social change through moral precepts.

Christianity
It was a good fortune of India that two more streams of moral forces were added to its treasure of spiritual fervors.  One was Christianity and the other was Islam.  Jesus was the prince of peace, who preached love and service, and who had gone up the cross for the cause of the lowly and the lost, for the humbled and the oppressed.  It was Jesus who said, “If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat; if he is thirsty, give him water to drink.”   He would admonish, “Rejoice not when your enemy fallen, and let not your heart be glad when he stumbleth.”  He would warm us, “Hatred stirreth strifes, but love covereth all sin. He has blessed humanity with the moral teachings of “Ten commandments” which would ever  remain as a code of good conduct.  Such teachings remain as a code of good conduct.  Such teachings as “Thou shall not kill; thou shall not commit adultery; though shall not steal; thou shall not vear false witness against thy  neighbour; thou shall not covet they neighbour’s  wife or servant,” would imprint on the conscience of man that cosmic bliss of peace and joy which are reserved  only for those who observe such  a code.  As if this is not enough Jesus added, “Love your enemy; bless them that curse you; do good to them that curse you; do good  to them that hate you; and pray for them  that persecute you.”  To the humanism and liberalism, which were in the ethos of Indian blood, the addition  of such essence of love and service was crowning Indian culture with precious diamonds.

Islam
The fifth finger of the powerful hand of Indian spiritual body is  Islam, the youngest, the simplest, and the most clear-cut of all the great universal religions of the world.  Islam is an experiment in pure monotheism unsupported by any of the symbolisms or forms of appeal to the emotions of the common man.  Islam means submission to the will of God, total surrender to the will of God, to be at perfect peace, to strive after righteousness to great safety and salvation and to do one’s duty to the Master, Almighty God.  It preached a social order based on world brotherhood.  To the existing highest absolute values of  humanism and  liberalism of Hindus, Islam added equality and brotherhood. Its two revolutionary principles were unity of God and unity of man.  Its message is faith in God and faith in the belief that entire humanity is one.  Faith in God led to numerous highest absolute values such as truth, beauty, justice, love, knowledge and creativity.
Truth is reflection of reality unobstructed by any kind of prejudice.  Beauty is perfection and proportion in everything where unity and harmony enhance excellence to the highest degree. Justice is giving every one his due.  Justice is the conciliation of the two opposites to unity. Justice is the settlement of the unending feuds between right and wrong and justice is harmony between reasons and conscience.  Love is the hunger of human soul for Divine Beauty.  Love is the Divine manifestation of God in our heart.  Love is not a feeble emotion or a passing sentiment, but an attitude of life, involving mind, feeling and will that are strong, deep and enduring. Knowledge is life, knowledge is power and knowledge is divine.
Islam has thus added quite a few values which stand for a change from heterogeneity to homogeneity, from diversity to unity, and from confusion to order.  There is no priesthood, no hierarchy, no usury, no wine, no park, no gambling and no distinction of caste, creed or class.  Islam an understood in its principles, and not as practiced by Muslims to-day, in a very helpful phenomenon to build a happy, peaceful and prosperous India.  Its eclectic character could be guessed by the definition of an ideal Muslim.  He is one who is Arab in faith, Iraqi in education, Hebrew  in astuteness, Christian in conduct, Syrian monk in piety, Greek in Science, an Indian in intellect, and a Sufi in Agricultural life. It is not the individual but the society that picks good of every faith that is important in Islam.
Cluture

The spirit of the Indian culture is the best guarantee for all communities in India to live in peace.  Its features unity in diversity, identity in multiplicity, continuity in change, and the ability to reconcile the irreconcible  are the unifying forces  that assert themselves whenever human nature slips into wrong path.  The greatness of Indian culture is that it has not been averse to absorb ideas from any quarter which get fertilized in its rich tradition of assimilation. Culturally India has been reinvigorated by mental contact with the West from  Alexander’s time, with the  middle east from the rise of Islam, and with Europe   from the time of Vasco da Gama.  Spiritually which is the area of its supreme pride, India has kept the dynamo of its churning thoughts rotating from the time of Indus valley culture to the days of Gandhiji.  Open the pages of Upanishads or Geetha or Geethanjali of Tagore you will be struck by the wonder of the Indian power of assimilation.  Go to Taj Mahal or Puri temple or golden temple or Victoria Memorial , you would be amazed at the excellence of Indian skill to absorb divorce elements into one composite whole.  Study the literature of this land whether of  Kautilya or Shankara or Tulsidas or Guru Nanak or Shah Waliyullah or Arvind Ghosh, you would find the sublimity of thought that appreciates unity and harmony in man.  Socially, India is a fabric of diverse strands woven into an unique pattern which like a full blown rose with velvet petals each emitting some special fragrance of every community.  Philosophically, the eagerness of Indian mind to ferid good things of life, its deep insight into doctrine of ideas, its behavior pattern to respect law and order to march in the direction of development are all hopeful factors to assure safety and security to all communities.  With the gentleness of its mature mind, with its knowledge and skill, with its humanism and wisdom and with its understanding spirit, it is highly expected India would  take all into its fold in the process of development.
III. Constitution

Our hope, pride and faith is in the Constitution of India which the people of India have adopted as a sovereign, socialist, secular and democratic republic which would secure to all its citizens justice, liberty, equality and fraternity.  It is justice in all its aspects of social, economic and political nature.  It is liberty  of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship.  It is equality of status and of opportunity to promote  fraternity that would assure the dignity of individual and unity and integrity of the nation.  It is  definitely stated in the Directive Principles of State Policy that “The state shall strive to promote the welfare of the people by securing and protecting as effectively as it may a social order in which justice, social, economic and political shall inform all the institutions of the national life.” Here there is no question of Hindu, Muslim or Christian.  All are entitled for full justice without any discrimination.  It is the right of one and all.  Ours is a secular state by which is meant equal regard for the religious feeling of all citizens, state neutrality in religious matters, non- alignment  of the state with any particular faith and no discrimination on grounds of religion, faith or belief.  The state recognizes the importance of all cultures.  The secular character of the Republic of India  is the most important factor for the security of all communities.  As many as 24 Articles(12-35) deal with the fundamental rights of the citizens such as right to equality, right of freedom, right  against exploitation, right  to property and right to profess any faith, belief or religion.
When it is a commitment on the part of the government to protect all,  and when the fundamental right could be enforced through a court of law, one could breath a sign of relief that minorities whether Christians or Muslims are safe and secure in India. Despite this there have been numerous communal riots since 1950, which  have caused  great havoc, loss of life, loss of property, damage to houses  of worship and human misery.  Instances such as destruction of  Babri Mosque, the Gujarat frency and desecration  of churches have made the minorities highly nervous.  Many a time they cause problems of law and order. They have attracted structures even from guardians of human rights.
What is the remedy for it?  In a society there are always good and bad people. In family naughty children are not rare.  The question is what is the trend of the society and the response of the government?  It is one of justice and fair-play.  No one accepts violence, hatred, jealousy or fanaticism.  The response to such negative elements from larger sections of the society was one of condemnation which is a hopeful feature.  There are always aberrations in human nature, but  the rectifying mechanism  in the body-politic is present.  The constitution and the state policy would deal with such abnormal situations.
IV Values
Over the centuries India has build up a philosophy of its own which is steeped in deep sentiments of tolerance as also of wisdom and understanding.  It believes only those things that are Godly gain real victory.  It regards  only the imagination of the pure sees the truth.  It feels the best witness go God’s truth and those who show its light in their life.  It is of opinion that the happiest people are those who are thankful to God for life’s responsibilities, and not for its awards or rewards or prizes.  Thus, timeless values are ingrained in the rich experience of India, which says the kingdom of God is within me, and that my country in the world.  It instructs to hold talent and wealth as a trust from God for fellowmen.

Apart from these, India has built up a system of quite a few other values, such as nemesis follows upon good fortune.  Revenge though sweet is never successful.  Might does not make right.  Love of fame lures to destruction. Not every brave man wants war.  Justice is better than expediency.  It is human nature to transgress, to domineer, to be credulous, jealous, fickle, prone to error, vain but fundamentally the same.  Wealth is not gold or silver but ideas and ideals.  The wealth of a nation is determined by the superior minds that nation possesses.  Duty at all times and in  all circumstances in the highest form culture.  The heights great men have reached are not sudden flights; they have worked hard night and day while their companions were in deep slumber.  If you concentrate more and more on things beauty, you would become a part of that beauty.
Indian philosophy has gone still deeper.  It says man is capable of living in five different levels of life, spiritual, moral, intellectual, aesthetic and physical.  One  has to choose which one he would prefer. There are two impulses, possessive  and creative.  Possessive cannot be shared, creative can be shared.  In life creative impulses should play a greater part and possessive the smallest.  Possessiveness is the source of all wars.  Capitalism is the product of possessiveness.  Capitalism breeds greed which eats into the vitals of man. Let the wise proclaim the transcendent truth that each and every one of us must bear the sufferings of the world as our own.  Greed has poisoned man’s soul.  Machine has left us in want.  Society is cut up into narrow walls of caste, creed and class.  Modern state is hardly a heaven of liberty.  It is despotism of a creative minority that sweetens your ears until it catches your votes.  It I s militarily and financially so strong that you are compelled to count your head rather than break your head.  To-day we have religion, but no faith, we have speed but no direction, we have passion but no compassion, we go for over production but not for equitable distribution.  We have goods but not God.  Such thoughts and ideas are an asset to put our country on right path..

V     Laws of Nature
It is in Indian ethos to observe natural phenomena and deduce lessons from them. Thinkers found in 
them wonders of the world and thought principles involved in their functioning could be of great help to build a better social order. They observed the sun, the moon, the stars, the hills, the dales, the rivers and inferred nothing exists for its own sake and everything for everything else. If sun is there, it gives heat and light; a river supplies water; a lamp burns itself but gives light to others, a cow gives milk to others; and a tree does not deny shade even to a wood-cutter.  They drew the inference that man too should be of help to others.  He should exist for other like mother for the child and father for the family.  There were quite a few such principles they drew from nature.  Secondly everything in the world is moved by an urge to become some thing greater than what it is.  Throw a seed in to the soil, it germinates, becomes a plant, a tree and yields fruits and flowers.  A baby becomes a man. It is not the physical but the mental growth that is important.  Thirdly, everything is guided in a certain direction from within; the egg of hen is internally designed to be a chick, and not a duck.  Man too should become human and not inhuman.  No wolf kills another wolf, no tiger kills another tiger but man causes rivers of blood to flow.  Fourthly, everything in nature is subject to change; change in the law of change and constancy in death.  Days change, seasons change.  Man too should change for the better.  Fifthly, everything in the world moves towards a fulfillment.  Buds bloom to be a full blown rose.  Rivers flow to join the ocean.  Crops ripe for a harvest.  Man too should rise from the feeling pleasures of life to the maturity to realize that he too should be a part of development and not a source of obstruction.  Sixthly, there is no security anywhere in life.  There is always an opportunity. Man should seize the opportunity.  It does not knock at the door again and again.  Seventhly, the greatest good is the knowledge of the union mind has with the whole nature.  Things closer to nature are things most beautiful.  Man should lead a natural life. Nature never breaks her own laws.  Life is chess game.  Universe is a chess board; phenomena of the universe are the pawns; rules of the game are the laws of nature. Almighty God is the empire.  He never overlooks a single mistake.  He showers generosity one who plays well, but checkmate to those who play ill.  Lastly, give more and you will have more.  When you share your knowledge, ability, talent, experience, loyalty and friendship, they never decrease; on the other hand they increase.
Problems of all, whether Hindus, Muslims or Christians would be solved if they were to take to nature, observe its laws and adopt them in their daily life.  We have to learn a lot from the industry of an ant, the gentleness of a cat, the calmness of a duck, the patience of a donkey, the fidelity of a dog and the swiftness of a horse.

VI  Conclusion

The essay on how Hindus, Muslims and Christians should live together  has focused on five factors, faith, culture, constitution, Indian values and laws of nature.  The first factor is the highest absolute values of the five great universal religions, Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Christianity and Islam.  Since religion is a vital force that makes man a partner of God, one would surely lead a happy life if one were to be true to his own faith.  Religion is not a ritual affair, but a spiritual experience gained through highest absolute values.  If it is Hinduism, it is through humanism, liberalism, eclecticism and universalism.  If it is Buddhism, it is through compassion, kindness and patience.  If it is Jainism, it is through truth, non-violence and chastity.  If it is Christianity it is through live, service, and charity. If it is Islam, it is through equality, brotherhood and solidarity.
Secondly, all communities have to learn a lot from the salient features of the Indian culture that stands for unity in diversity, identity in multiplicity, continuity in change, assimilation and accommodation of things diverse and the ability to reconcile the irreconcilable.

Thirdly, the Indian constitution is the best guarantee for the  safety and security of all communities, as it assures justice, liberty, equality and fraternity.  It is justice in all aspects of social, economic, and political nature.  It is liberty of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship.  It is equality of status  and opportunity to promote fraternity that would assure the dignity of man and the unity and integrity of the nation. 
Fourthly, the profound philosophy of Indian sages, sufis and savants who tell us that God dwells in man, it is his conscience which should be kindled with the torch of learning to realize we owe a responsibility to society.  God dwells in man; it is his conscience which should be kindled with the torch of learning to realize we owe a responsibility to society.  God dwells in man.  We live in god.  Every deed demonstrates the will of God. Man is the agent to execute the will of God.  Every epoch stands in immediate relation to God.  The mediating powers between man and God are ideas.  They are moral energies that sustain life. God is Supreme, Sublime, Highest radiance, Greatest joy, Profound knowledge.  When sun’s rays fall on dew drops, we see a million suns reflected in each drop.  So also Divinity is present in everything.  
Lastly, all communities would do well if they were to observe and implement the laws of nature which reflect that things closer to nature are things most beautiful. Give heart to God and hands to work, all problems would be solved.  Superstition is a great enemy of man, bigotry is worse.  Unity in variety is the plan of nature.  All creativity is the fusion of the opposite.  We need both science and religion, which have the same goal, namely to find the fundamental unity present in the universe.  Now that the world has become a global village, we have to have a new system of ethics based on intrinsic purity, freedom from want and bliss of the soul.  If people were to be baptized in Hindi humanism, in Buddhist compassion, in Jaina non-violence, in Christian love, in Islamic equality and in Sikh integrity, humanity will surely be unified.
